


On August 8, 2008, the Harlem Wildcat dancers honored World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) Program Officer Dennis Jorgensen in a traditional honor ceremony in
Mission Canyon near Hays, Montana. The ceremony was in recognition of the
mutual opportunities shared with WWEF, American Prairie Foundation (APF) and
the Harlem Wildcat Indian Dance Troupe, a traditional dance group including
both the Nakota and Gros Ventre nations. The ceremony, preceded by a traditional meal,
began when two dancers wrapped a beautiful, traditionally patterned “Circle of Life” woolen
blanket over Dennis’ shoulders. The Fort Belknap Singers drummed and sang a song that
echoed through the canyon. The Circle of Life, or Elders, blanket honors all tribal Elders, the
Wisdomkeepers who hand down teachings and spiritual direction to
the children. WWF and APF work to build strong relationships with
the communities in the American Prairie Reserve region. This event
recognized the growing relationship between the Fort Belknap In-
dian Reservation, WWF’s Northern Great Plains Program, and APF. In addition to its science
work on American Prairie Reserve, WWF is participating in wildlife studies and species rein-
troductions on tribal lands in the Northern Great Plains. Please enjoy a podcast of the Harlem
Wildcat Indian Dance Troupe’s performance: http://www.americanprairie.org/sights.html.

What We’re Reading Now...

The Wide Open: Prose, Poetry, and Photographs of the Prairie
edited by Annick Smith and Susan O’Connor

The open prairie is America’s quintessential landscape, although it remains a land so patiently
alive we might miss it. Its biography is definitive of the American experience, and this volume
provides a well-rounded view of its challenge to the imaginative mind and the adventurous
heart. Stories by some of our very finest modern writers and photographers range from fiction
to childhood histories to nonfiction narratives, including works by Native American prairie
dwellers. These pieces eloquently attest to the prairie’s abundance in all its human and natural
variety, offering pictures as wide open and rich as the land they depict, and the most balanced
view we've seen of this culture, full of heartbreaking beauty and mystery.

- taken from Bill McKibben, author of The Bill McKibben Reader (Bill McKibben 20080314) and Frederick Turner,
author of Beyond Geography: The Western Spirit Against the Wilderness (Frederick Turner)

Why Sacagawea Deserves the Day Off and Other Lessons from the Lewis & Clark Trail
by Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs

In essays both historical and personal, Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs revisits the Lewis and Clark
Trail and its famous people, landmarks, and events, exploring questions the expedition contin-
ues to raise. Ambrose Tubbs broadens and deepens our understanding of events and personali-
ties more than two centuries old. Even more importantly, she makes fresh connections to moral
lessons for today. Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs first fell under the trail’s spell at sixteen and has
been following in Lewis and Clark’s path ever since. Tubbs recounts her travels along the trail
by foot, Volkswagen bus, and canoe, intertwined with her father’s and family’s lives. More than
two hundred years later, the “voyage of discovery”—with its outsized characters, geographic
marvels, and wondrous moments of adventure and mystery—continues to draw us along the
Lewis and Clark Trail.

- taken from Landon Jones, author of William Clark and the Shaping of the West (Landon Jones ), and Dayton
Duncan, author of Out West: A Journey through Lewis and Clark’s America (Dayton Duncan 20071213)

APF Welcomes Bryce Christensen

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Bryce Christensen who joined American Prairie
Foundation last month as our new Manager of Field Operations. Bryce’s distinguished career in-
cludes thirty-three years with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, from which he retired, having most
recently served as Regional Director for southeastern Montana. His three decades of experience
in wildlife management make Bryce ideally suited to oversee the operations of the growing
American Prairie Reserve. Bryce holds a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology from University
of Montana. He and his wife, Christine, recently moved from Miles City, MT to Malta, MT.

APF by the Numbers

5 Billion Number of prairie dogs spread hundreds of miles across the prairie, prior to pioneer settlement.
142 Million Number of acres tallgrass prairie once covered.

24,000 Pounds of roots in the average acre of established prairie.

30-50 Pounds of forage a bison can consume each day.

61/2 Feet tall at the shoulder, the typical height of an adult male bison.



