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SEPTEMBER 11, 2019

Dear Friend,
I am thrilled to announce that American Prairie
Reserve has acquired our 29th property, the Blue
Ridge Ranch, bringing our total number of managed
and protected acres to more than 419,000.
American Prairie Reserve is the most ambitious
conservation project taking place anywhere in the
continental United States. Since 2001, we have
pursued an innovative model for conserving the
American prairie by purchasing private lands from
willing sellers in order to expand protected habitat
and connect tens of thousands of acres of existing
public lands.
Grasslands are the least protected biome on the
planet, and American Prairie Reserve is one of only
four remaining places in the world where it is still
possible to protect an entire grassland ecosystem. At
American Prairie Reserve, we have a rare opportunity
to re-establish natural wildlife populations and the
relationship between species in Montana’s iconic Great
Plains and the Missouri River Breaks while this crucial
habitat is still intact.
Nestled in the Larb Hills and adjacent to American
Prairie Reserve’s Burnt Lodge property, the Blue Ridge
property brings together diverse topography including
sagebrush steppe, rocky buttes and breaks, and
ponderosa pine covered hills, offering crucial wildlife
habitat for many plant and animal species.
The Blue Ridge property shares five miles of border with APR’s Burnt Lodge property, which is adjacent to
the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge, and expands APR’s connectivity and migratory pathways
for wildlife between American Prairie Reserve and neighboring protected areas.
Blue Ridge is an incredibly important addition to American Prairie Reserve’s wildlife restoration goals. The
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property is home to colonies of prairie dogs, big horn sheep, pronghorn, mule deer, and a significant elk
herd. The elk habitat at Blue Ridge, in particular, has been identified as key to maintaining current elk
populations in the region.
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This month, we are asking our donors to support the Blue Ridge acquisition with a special one-time gift. As
American Prairie Reserve embarks on the Land of Legacy campaign for the next chapter of APR’s future,
we are very thankful for support from all levels of philanthropy to ensure each milestone is a success.
On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, I am grateful for the generosity of our friends who have
made the acquisition of Blue Ridge possible. We invite you to consider a gift to support our purchase of
Blue Ridge as we move forward with this crucial next step to protect the prairie ecosystem.

Sincerely,

Alison Fox
CEO, American Prairie Reserve
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For more information on the Blue Ridge property, and to make your gift, please
visit americanprairie.org/blueridge.

